. The total number of daily observable hours of the hourly level Light detection and ranging systems measure the aerosol levels at 15-min intervals. The hourly value is defined as the mean of four measurements per hour. If the number of measurements was less than two, the hourly values were not calculated.
Lower Respiratory Symptoms and Peak Expiratory Flow
The estimate of the changes in the total lower respiratory tract symptom score and peak expiratory flow (PEF) per interquartile range increased in the levels of SO2, NO2, and Ox, after adjusting for individual patient characteristics and the meteorological variables, as shown in Supplementary Table S1 . The total symptom score was significantly associated with SO2, NO2, and Ox levels. However, there was no significant association of PEF with SO2, NO2, and Ox levels. Associations to SO2, NO2, and Ox were evaluated in a linear mixed-effects model after adjusting for individual characteristics, gaseous air pollutants, and meteorological variables. The daily (24-h) average levels of air pollutants (SO2, NO2, and Ox) and meteorological variables (daily temperature, humidity, and atmospheric pressure) were used in the analysis.
IQR, interquartile range; CI, confidence interval; NO2, nitrogen dioxide; Ox, photochemical oxidants; PEF, peak expiratory flow; SO2, sulfur dioxide.
